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he tHrned to sleep, Somewhile after, he arose and with sweet childlikeness spoke to the disciple attending him, "They say, a man is rewarded a hundredfold in what he may desire or do during the time of an eclipse. I thought that if I could sleep soundly just a little now, I should get good sleep in the future. But it was not to be. I have slept for about fifteen minutes only. The Divine Mother has not blessed this body with sound sleep.'1
This same disciple, Sarat Chandra, was in many respects especially favoured amongst the Swami's householder disciples. He had great hopes of him. He would say to him, "Come here often, my boy ! How sanctified is the environment here with constant discussions on religion and with Sidhani ! Here you will find the company of holy men. And how bracing is the breeze on the bank of the Ganges ! Will you find another place like this Math anywhere ?" He even pressed him to join the monastic order, saying, "You were not born for the worldly life." One night the disciple solicited as a special favour the privilege, which was granted, of serving his Master at night Being ill at the time, one or other of his monastic disciples used to attend on him in turn at night,
When the disciple was shampooing him, after he had retired, the Swami talked long on the nature of the Nirvi-kalpa Samidhi and of his own experience of it in the Cossi-pore garden. He went on with a profound philosophical analysis of the subject, which led to the discussion on Brahman and Maya, and on the projection of the cosmos and Kalpas. In the course of the conversation he pointed out that from the superconscious state of the realisation of the Absolute as one's self, only Avatdras and world-teachers who are born to fulfil a special mission, can come back to the conscious plane in order to be of service to humanity, because of this one desire that they keep in their minds as the seed of Karma for their continuance in the body.
The night having advanced far, Swamiji told the disciple to sleep near him, and, as usual with himself, was awake for the